
Kansas City, Missouri Municipal Art Commission

A Brief History of Public Art Policy-Making and Legislation

in the United States and Kansas City, Missouri



Through the One Percent for Art Program, the mission of the Municipal Art Commission is

to serve as a catalyst for artistic growth and aesthetic excellence in our communities, and

in doing so, enhance the vitality of Kansas City and enrich the lives of our residents.



From about 1900 to 1910, cities of 2,500 or more were cropping up throughout the U.S.

Initially, most of these cities were focused on industry and commerce. More than 3000

Village Improvement and City Beautiful Associations were established in these growing

cities to foster more beautiful, sustainable, and safer neighborhoods.

Downtown Hillsboro, KS c. 1908

City Hall and Fire Department, Webb City, MO, c. 1898 

Kansas City, MO, (Grand) c. 1910 Yerba Buena, CA (San Francisco), c. 1890 



A timeline of Public Art Policy and Legislation in the U. S. and Kansas City

•1900-1910 - 3,000 Village Improvement/City Beautiful associations are established  

•1926 - The Kansas City Municipal Art Commission is established by City Charter

•1935 - 1943 - During the depression, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) Federal Art Program 

employs more than 6,000 artists who create more than 2,000 murals, 17,000 sculptures and 100,000 

paintings which adorn many federal buildings/sites.  

•1959 - Philadelphia passes the first one percent for art ordinance in the United States

•1965 - National Endowment for the Arts is established

• 1970 - Kansas City Council adopts Resolution 37682 - 1% of the engineer's estimate of the cost of 

constructing or remodeling any municipal building be devoted to features of aesthetic ornamentation and 

adornment of such building  

•1972 - The Government Services Administration (GSA) Art in Architecture program is established, 

requiring one half of one percent on select Federal buildings

•1981 - Kansas City Council adopts Resolution 52393, reaffirming Resolution 37682

•1986 - Kansas City Council unanimously approves the one percent for art ordinance

•2011 – There are now over 350 municipal public art programs in the United States
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NOTE: The U.S. General Services Administration’s (GSA) Art in Architecture Program allocates 

one-half of one percent of the estimated construction cost for public art at eligible Federal 

buildings across the US.   The GSA is based in Washington, D.C. and oversees public art 

projects in all 50 states.
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U.S. Urban Arts Federation

The United States Urban Arts Federation (USUAF) is an alliance of the chief 

executives of arts agencies in the nation's 60 largest cities. USUAF meets twice 

annually to discuss the social, educational, and economic impact of the arts in 

their regions.

City of Albuquerque Cultural Services Department (1% Public Art)

City of Atlanta, Bureau of Cultural Affairs (1.5% Public Art)

City of Aurora Cultural Services Division (1% Public Art)

City of Austin Cultural Arts Division (2% Public Art) 

Arts Council of Kern, Bakersfield, CA

Baltimore Office of Promotion and the Arts (1% Public Art)

Mayor's Office of Arts, Tourism & Special Events, Boston (Private/Public Art)

Arts Council in Buffalo/Erie County (Annual Allocation Public Art)

Arts & Science Council of Charlotte/Mecklenburg, Inc. (1% Public Art)

City of Chicago, Department of Cultural Affairs (1.33% Public Art)

City of Cincinnati Office of Arts and Culture (1% Public Art) 

Community Partnership for Arts and Culture, Cleveland (1% Public Art)

COPPeR (Cultural Office of the Pikes Peak Region) (Voluntary Public Art) 

City of Dallas Office of Cultural Affairs (1% Public Art)

Denver Cultural Affairs Office (1% Public Art *CIP over $1mill.)

Fine Arts and Cultural Affairs – El Paso, TX (1% Public Art)

Fort Lauderdale - Broward County Cultural Affairs (1% Public Art)

Arts Council of Fort Worth & Tarrant County (2% Public Art all CIP)

Mayor’s Office of Culture and the Arts, Honolulu, HI (1% Public Art) 

Cultural Arts Council of Houston/Harris County (1.75% Public Art all CIP)

Arts Council of Indianapolis 

Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville (.75% Public Art all CIP) 

Arts Council of Metropolitan Kansas City

City of Las Vegas Office of Cultural Affairs (+Public Art)

Arts Council for Long Beach (+Public Art all CIP + Private Dev.)

Los Angeles Department of Cultural Affairs (1% Public Art all CIP + Priv. Dev.)

Greater Memphis Arts Council (+ Public Art) 

City of Mesa Arts & Cultural Division (1% Public Art all CIP)

Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs (1% Public Art) 

Cultural Alliance of Greater Milwaukee (1% Public Art all CIP)

City of Minneapolis, Division of Cultural Affairs

Metropolitan Nashville Arts Commission (1% Public Art all CIP)

Arts Council of New Orleans (1% Public Art all CIP)

City of New York Department of Cultural Affairs (1% Public Art all CIP)

City of Oakland, Cultural Arts & Marketing Department

Arts Council of Oklahoma City

Greater Philadelphia Cultural Alliance (+Public Art)

Phoenix Office of Arts & Culture (1% Public Art all CIP)

Greater Pittsburgh Arts Council

Regional Arts and Culture Council, Portland, OR (1.33% Public Art all CIP)

St. Louis Regional Arts Commission

Raleigh Arts Commission

Sacramento Metropolitan Arts Commission (1% Public Art) 

City of San Antonio, Office of Cultural Affairs

San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture (1% Public Art all CIP + bed tax)

San Francisco Arts Commission (1% Public Art all CIP) 

City of San Jose Office Cultural Affairs/Economic Dev.(1% Public Art all CIP)

4Culture Cultural Development (King County), Seattle (1% Public Art)

City of Seattle, Office of Arts & Cultural Affairs (1% Public Art all CIP)

Arts Council of Hillsborough County – Tampa, FL (1% Public Art) 

Arts Commission of Greater Toledo

Tucson Pima Arts Council

Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa

Virginia Beach Arts & Humanities Commission (1% Public Art ) 

DC Commission on the Arts and Humanities (1% Public Art)

Arts and Cultural Division for the City of Wichita (1% Public Art)

Other:

Arlington County Cultural Affairs Division

Broward County Cultural Affairs

Sedona Division of Arts and Culture

Department of Cultural Affairs, City of New Haven, CT

Office of cultural Affairs, Columbia, MO

San Antonio Office of Cultural Affairs

City of Atlanta Department of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Affairs

City of Charleston Office of Cultural Affairs

Mayor's Office for Cultural Affairs – Newton, MA

Office of Cultural Affairs – Hartford, CT

City of Virginia Beach Office of Cultural Affairs

Winston-Salem Office of Cultural Affairs

*CIP – Capital Improvement Project 

And, there are a range of percent for art policies. . .



Public Art

May include works selected and funded through public process and/or. . .



Public Art

Works selected and funded through private process



Or some combination of both



KC + Arts + Design + Creative Industry: A Convenient Truth 

According to a study published in 2004, of the 29 largest metropolitan areas in the United 

States, Kansas City ranked 26th or 28th yet was. . . 

•Fourth in concentration of graphic designers

•Sixth in concentration of industrial and commercial designers

•Seventh in the concentration of visual artists and 

•Twelfth in the concentration of architects  

The Artistic Dividend Revisited Project on Regional and Industrial Economics

Humphrey Institute of Public Affairs, University of Minnesota



R. M. Fischer

Sky Stations, 1994

Artwork atop the pylons and 50 interior hanging light sculptures

Stainless steel and aluminum

Bartle Hall Convention Center

During his artist interview, R.M. Fischer encouraged 

the selection panel to consider the merits of an 

iconic element on the Kansas City sky line. . .



EDC

Mid America Regional Council

KC Conventions and 

Visitors Association

Channel 9
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Evidently, he was right. . .

http://www.visitkc.com/index.cfm
http://blogkc.com/


Kansas City has a remarkable collection of public art which has brought local, regional and 

national recognition over the years.  

The City’s public art collection has been featured in:

•Kansas City Star

•KCUR

•The Pitch

•Art in America

•Public Art Review

•Americans for the Arts/Public Art Network’s Year in Review



Kristin Jones & Andrew Ginzel

Polarities, 2003-2004

Terrazzo Floors with Inlaid Mosaic Medallions

Kansas City International Airport



John T. Scott

Jazz Pantheon, 2003

Stainless Steel

18th and Vine/American Jazz Museum, Kansas City, MO



Chris Doyle

The Moons, 2007

Sprint Center Arena

Landscaping, concrete pathways, video and water

Near the intersection of Grand Blvd. and Truman Road

The artist directing volunteers in front of a “green screen” 

while videotaping Kansas Citians “flying.”

As the focal point of each of three gardens, video loops show four seasonal 

versions of Kansas Citians ―flying‖ like superheroes across the three LED 

screens.  To achieve this, the artist and his crew spent three days 

videotaping Kansas Citians jumping on a trampoline in front of a ―green-

screen.‖  More than 600 people volunteered to be videotaped and included in 

the videos, which will run throughout the day and night seven days a week. 



Many artworks appreciate in value



Original Project Budget: $700,000.00.  

Current Value(based on current auction prices for similar pieces by this artist): 

$1.05 to 1.35 million

Joel Shapiro

Three Figures/Fifteen Elements, 1996

Bronze

Kansas City International Airport



In addition to curating 36 artworks into the City’s collection, the Kansas City Municipal Art 

Commission has been instrumental in developing new partnership programs for the benefit 

of area artists. Many artists who have participated in these programs have gone on to land 

bigger projects locally and nationally.



Avenue of the Arts – DST Systems Inc. and 360 Architects



Art in the Loop – Downtown Council & Kansas City Art Institute



Other municipalities on both sides of the Stateline have implemented public art programs



Nate Fors

Llooppi, 2004

Fiberglass, aluminum, paint, LED lighting

Leawood City Park

Leawood Public Art Program

$5 per resident per year +

Public Art Impact Fee for Nonresidential 

Development - $. 15 per square foot of floor 

area, finished. 

Spooked, 2004

Life-size bronze deer

Tomahawk Creek Parkway, Leawood



Suikang Zhao  and Treanor Architects

Title TBD, 2011

Juvenile Justice Facility

Glass, steel, concrete

Johnson County, KS 1% for Art Program – Adopted, December, 2006



Jonathan Borofsky

Walking Man (On the Edge), 1995

Fiberglass and steel

Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art

Johnson County Community College

Nerman Museum of Contemporary Art – Johnson County Community College



Michael Rees

Putto 2x2x4, 2005

Animation and LuminOre iron on fiberglass over expanded polystyrene foam and steel

Collection of the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art, Kansas City, Missouri

Museum Purchase made possible by a gift from DST Systems, Inc.

12th Street between Broadway and Central 

Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art – DST Systems, Inc.



Jorge Garcia

Harmonium, 2007

Acrylic and steel

Lee’s Summit Art Detour- Temporary Public Art Program

Arts and culture are a part of Lee’s Summit. They define

who we are, give us a sense of place and directly impact

the quality of life in our community. Arts and culture — in

the context of quality of life — has even been incorporated

into several key performance areas (KPAs) throughout the

citizen driven 2009 Lee’s Summit 360 Strategic Planning

Process.

~2010 Missouri Arts Award Nomination



Mark LaMair

Passing Through Time and Place, 2010

Steel

Blue Springs, MO – Time in Place, Temporary Public Art Program

Brian Zimmerman

Parenthesis, 2010

Steel



KC ATA Troost MAX Line

31st, 39th, and 75th St.

Jefre

Matt Dehaemers

David Dahlquist

Kansas City Area Transit Authority



National Trends



Pappajohn Sculpture Park, Des Moines, IA 2009 City Garden, St. Louis, MO, 2008

Two recently installed city sculpture parks. . .



Numerous  U.S. cities are staking their claim to the future in large part on arts and culture



―The architecture of Chicago’s economic development strategy is three braided pillars…..Workforce, Quality 

of Life and Infrastructure.‖

Page from the World Business of Chicago and Chicago Convention and Visitors’ Bureau Economic 

Development brochure.

Chicago



Research shows Omaha surpasses (in cultural and performing arts per capita) neighboring 

Des Moines, Oklahoma City, Topeka, Tulsa and Wichita for its cultural attractions, while 

lagging behind Denver, Kansas City and Minneapolis, Minnesota for cultural attractions

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourism_in_Omaha



The master planning process culminated in the designation of more than 50 sites for potential placement of 

public art in the city of Council Bluffs. In addition, the Public Art Master Plan puts forth a mission that "by 

2015 Council Bluffs will become a prosperous urban area known for its cultural enlightenment and public art 

collection."



Including Kansas City





http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1594481717?ie=UTF8&tag=freeagentnati-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1594481717






Play to your strengths



Kansas City Municipal Art Commission
www.kcmo.org/CKCMO/Depts/GeneralServices/Facility/MunicipalArtCommission

Kansas City Municipal Art Commission Public Art Catalog:
www.kcmo.org/idc/groups/captialimprovementsmgmt/documents/capitalimprovementsmgmtoffice/015495.pdf

http://www.kcmo.org/CKCMO/Depts/GeneralServices/Facility/MunicipalArtCommission
http://www.kcmo.org/CKCMO/Depts/GeneralServices/Facility/MunicipalArtCommission
http://www.kcmo.org/idc/groups/captialimprovementsmgmt/documents/capitalimprovementsmgmtoffice/015495.pdf

